
  

Roanoke Valley Children’s Choir 

July 2019 Newsletter 
Kim Davidson, Director     

kimdavidson@childrenschoir.com    676-7265       

Dear Choristers and Families, 

Welcome to the 2019-20 season of the Roanoke Valley Children’s Choir! Our 33rd year!!  I hope you’re 
having a great summer!  I’m so very excited about the music, the children, the accomplishments and 
beauty this year will bring.  Our goal of teaching children “excellence through music” is at the top of 
our list and will always remain our #1 priority! 
 

Here are the highlights for this year:  The C Choir has been selected to sing at the American Choral 
Directors Association Southern Division Convention in Mobile, Alabama in March!  The C Choir will 
also be performing in a special collaborative production at VT in October.  The B+ will be singing for 
over 3000 school children at the Discovery Concerts in November.    We’ll also have the annual School 
Tour, Holiday Pops, 33rd Annual Holiday Concerts, Sing-A-Long at the Taubman, Winter Warm-Ups and 
Church Tours for the C Choir, Williamsburg for the ABB+ Choirs, 33rd Annual Spring Concerts, and 
Newcomer Auditions. 
 

In this summer choir email are all the details you need to get organized for the upcoming year of RVCC.   
At the beginning of each month, a newsletter and the calendar will be emailed to you.  Any changes in 
the calendar will be marked with an *. 
 

We are a busy organization with a lot of information to communicate.  Many choir families have found 
it very helpful to have a separate place to keep all choir information, such as an expanding file folder, a 
standing file box, or a section in your filing cabinet.  Although we communicate electrically, there are 
items such as the calendar or the Fall Retreat Information that are handy to have as a printed 
document for easy reference.  Each family needs to have a designated “choir email reader and 
communicator with the family”.  Please decide who that will be in your family. 
 

Whether you are a “newbie” or a returning chorister I’m so looking forward to our upcoming year of 
beautiful music!   
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call or email me. 
 

Please read all the contents of this summer 
email – it will get you off to a great start and 
help to answer your questions! 
 
Happy Singing!                                                                       
Ms. Kim Davidson 
kimdavidson@childrenschoir.com 
676-7265 (choir office phone) 
 
Choir Address: 
Roanoke Valley Children’s Choir 
718 Joan Circle 
Salem, VA 24153 

Rehearsal Schedule & Location 
 

A Choir:  Mondays, 4:00-5:30 
B Choir:  Mondays, 4:00-5:30 

B+ Choir:  Mondays, 5:00-6:30 
C Choir:  Mondays, 7:00-9:00 

 
All rehearsals will take place in the 

Sanctuary of Bethel Baptist Church. 
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Spirit Wear 
The RVCC is getting a new t-shirt this year for everyone! We only change our T-shirt 

design every 3-4 years and this is one of those years!  To ensure that every chorister 

has a T-shirt by Fall Retreat the $15 cost has been added to the tuition for this year 

ONLY.   All choirs will wear the same T-shirt design. 

 

RVCC Tote Bags are available for purchase on Active Network and also at the first 

rehearsals in the lobby for $12.   We have 7 colors in limited quantities so if you want 

a specific color please do not wait to order.  Choristers are encouraged to have a 

designated “Choir Bag” to hold their music and 2 sharpened pencils. 

 

September 1–18, an online Spirit Wear Store will be available for the purchase of 

additional T-shirts, long sleeved choir T-shirts, and sweatshirts.  These are all 

optional for choristers and parents.   

 



   

Active Network and Payment Deadlines 

We began last year using Active Network (AN) and it has been a huge success!   If you are new 
to the RVCC you set up your account when you paid the registration fee.  The easiest way to 
get on to your account is to go to the RVCC website at www.childrenschoir.com.  At the top of 
the Home page you will see “Singers/Families”.  (This tab is a wonderful resource for choir 
information).  Click on “Account Sign-In” which will take you to AN where you can sign in with 
your email address and password.  Once on your account page you will click on “Register for 
More Programs”.   
 
Here are the available programs: 
 

• 2019-20 RVCC Registration – This was due June 10th and needs to be completed 
before you can attend an RVCC Rehearsal and receive music.  Registration is 
nonrefundable.  

 

• 2019-20 RVCC Tuition – Tuition costs did not go up this year.  You have the option 
of paying in one payment or setting up a 6-month payment plan.  A $100 deposit per 
chorister is required at check out.  (Please remember that there is $15 added to tuition 
to cover the cost of the new T-shirt so the check out total will be $115.)  You may add 
merchandise while signing up for tuition if needed.  Merchandise options include an 
RVCC Tote, “Sing Legato” Music Book, and Music Theory Books.  Please see the section 
of this Newsletter about “Required Materials for the first day of Choir”.   **Tuition is 
due August 10th. There is a $30 late fee added after this date.**  Tuition is 
nonrefundable. 
 

• 2019 Fall Retreat – The cost of attending the Fall Retreat is $85 for choristers and 
chaperones.  Payment is one installment.  **Fall Retreat registration is due by 
September 17th.  There is a $10 late fee added after this date.**  Fall Retreat is 
nonrefundable. 
 

• T-Shirts, Music Books & More – Throughout the year if your chorister loses their 
“Sing Legato” or T-shirt, or maybe they decided they want a Tote after you have already 
paid tuition.  This is where you go to purchase those items.   
 

• CDs & DVDs: Spring 2019 – We still have a limited quantity of CDs and DVDs 
available from last year’s performances.  This is where you order them.   

 
 
If you have any questions regarding Active Network please contact Tracy 

Caldwell, RVCC Administrative Assistant, tracycaldwell@childrenschoir.com.  
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Practice CDs! 
1.  All music & practice CD’s will be handed out at 
the first rehearsal. 
2.  This CD is a VERY important tool for the 
Children’s Choir.  You will be expected to listen to it 
3 times every week in it’s entirety, while following 
along and singing with your music. 

Attendance Policy: 

 
Good attendance is crucial to the quality of our choir. Although schedules are 

busy, Children’s Choir must be made a priority. Absences due to illness or 

other emergencies will be excused by emailing Ms. Davidson at 

kimdavidson@childrenschoir.com. 
   

This includes attendance at all regular rehearsals, extra rehearsals, dress 

rehearsals, performances and events!  Students with more than 2 absences in a 

semester will have an attendance consultation with Ms. Davidson. C Choir 

students will need to come to the make-up lesson with Ms. Davidson.  
 

In case of inclement weather, please check the RVCC website, 

www.childrenschoir.com, for an announcement. 

C Choir Make-up 
Rehearsals 

  Bethel Choir Room 
10:00-11:30 

 

September 21, October 12 

Rehearsal and Performance Commitments 
 

A reminder to all choir members that you are expected to be at every 

rehearsal and performance. Please review the calendar very carefully and 

decide now if you can make a strong commitment to all activities. As much 

as I appreciate and understand your busy schedules, I need to remind you 

that Children’s Choir must be a priority in order for us to continue with our 

current high level of excellence and professionalism. Seniors, please review 

the attendance policy regarding the senior recognition ceremony at the 

Spring Concert. 

 

RVCC Warm-Up Booklet 

All choristers are assigned an RVCC Warm-Up Booklet to 

use for the duration of their participation in the choir. If you 

didn’t hand it in last spring, please bring it to the first 

rehearsal.  All choristers will use the same Warm-Up 

Booklet throughout their career in the RVCC. 

Music 

Please return all previous 

concert music at the first 

rehearsal!  Thank you!! 
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Holiday Community Sing-a-Long 

The RVCC is going to host our 5th Annual Holiday Community Sing-a-Long!  Mark 

your calendars for December 13th at the Taubman Museum, 7:00pm.  Along with 

the RVCC, we’ll have the Roanoke Chamber Brass for a super-fun holiday evening.   

Required materials for the first day of choir: 
 
**These will be available for purchase on Active Network.   Please try to order your music books 
before August 10th so that we can place one large order. 
 
All choristers will need: 
 “Sing Legato”, by Kenneth Jennings (to be used at each rehearsal) 
  
Theory:  Blast off with Music Theory! (Please see the explanation below regarding theory) 
           

*Carry your choir materials, including Sing Legato and Blast off with Music Theory,         
 as well as two sharpened pencils with you each week in a tote bag.   

 

Music Theory for B B+ and C Choirs 
(The A Choir does not need to be actively studying theory) 

 

In the RVCC everyone in the B B+ C choirs needs to know the basic music facts (note names, note 
values, music symbols) and continue on to Major and Minor Key Signatures, intervals and ledger lines.   
This amount of music theory is covered in the books, “Blast Off With Music Theory”, books #1 and #2. 
 

The list below is the basic music facts that are covered in the “Blast Off with Music Theory” books.  
This amount of music theory is usually covered in about 3 years of piano lessons.  If you have taken 
piano lessons less than 3 years and/or have not taken private music lessons that include music 
theory, please purchase “Blast Off with Music Theory!” book #1 and work on it throughout the year.  
By completing 2 short pages each week you can easily complete this book in the choir year.  Book #2 
is a continuation and teaches key signatures, intervals and ledger lines.  All RVCC should be working 
on music theory to confidently know this material through level #2 of the “Blast Off” books. 
 

Blast Off With Music Theory Book 1                              Blast Off with Music Theory Book 2 
     Note Values                Dotted notes                                            Major and Minor Key Signatures 
     Tied notes                   Rests                                                          Intervals 
     Half notes                   Whole notes                                             Ledger Lines 
     Accidentals                 Intervals 
     Major Key Signatures 
     Time Signatures 
 
If you have had private music lessons for at least three years and have a strong understanding of each 
of the above areas of music theory – you do not need to purchase the “Blast Off” music book.  All 
students will need to demonstrate an understanding of music theory with music theory quizzes 
throughout the choir year.  



 

 
Roanoke Valley Children’s Choir 

C Choir Newbies and Buddies 2019-2020 
 
 

SI/SI       SII/AI 

Molly Burnett Haley Lynch    Lilly Mata Diaz Faith Cordle 

Michelle Corbin  Maggie Layman   Cade Gregory  Maielle Olinger, Oksana Tenson 

Hannah Kelly  Mia Franke    Zeeza Avis Madison Church 

       Kailee Foutz Stella Burnett 

Rachel Hedrick  Tori Rogers 

Simone Jackson  Maggie Parkhurst   A/AI 

Eliza Otey  Catherine Sublett    Ava Giannini  Katie Parks and Elise Wilson Leedy 

Emily Duncan  Clara Johnston        

SI/SII       A/AII      

Grace Cordle  Eden Giannini    Isabelle Aujla  Silvia Wardell 

Anne Hayden Hall  Alex Cinquemani   Alectra Avis  Ethan Fouch 

Jack Wisdom  Eden Giannini    Gisele Crouse  Ayushi Agarwal 

       Victoria Johnson  Ari Cogen 

SII/SII      

Leilani Keele  Morgan Perdue, Katie Jeremiah 

Elizabeth Mellas  Piper Brown, Logan Truesdell 

Kalani Weed   Tianna Berkel, Mackenzie Sylvester 

Delaiah Pittman  Kim Hoyle 

 

 
 



 

Year-Round Fundraisers offered by the RVCC 

The RVCC is pleased to offer 3-year round fundraisers that benefit choristers directly. These 
fundraisers are optional, but choristers who choose to participate can earn money for their 
personal accounts. Money in choristers’ personal accounts can be used to pay for any choir 
related item, such as tuition, trips, formal costumes and t-shirts. Below is information on each of 
the year-round fundraisers and how they can benefit individual choristers. 

Wendy Bucks 
Wendy Bucks can be spent just like money at all area Wendy’s! Wendy’s sells us their Bucks at a 
discounted rate, we sell them at face value, and the chorister earns the difference in profit into their 
personal account. For every $2.00 worth of Wendy Bucks that you purchase, 50 cents goes into your 
chorister’s personal account. Wendy Bucks can be sold to anyone that likes to eat at Wendy’s, and they 
can be used like cash at all area Wendy’s. Orders for Wendy Bucks can be turned into attendance moms 
and you will receive your Wendy Bucks order that same week or the following week at rehearsal.  Contact 
Michelle Sublett, RVCC Treasurer, if you have questions.  michellesublett@childrenschoir.com 

 
Kroger Community Rewards 
Do you shop at Kroger? If so, part of the money that you spend there could directly benefit your chorister! In 
order to take advantage of this, all you have to do is sign on to Kroger.com, create an account if you don’t 
already have one, and link your Kroger card (via the Community Rewards tab) to the RVCC. Our 
organization number is 82002. Once you have linked your card with us, you will be supporting the RVCC – 
it’s that simple! Four times a year, you will need to log into your Kroger account and print out your Account 
Summary. This page will show how much of the money that you spent at Kroger over a 3 month period has 
been donated to the RVCC. All you have to do is print out that account summary and turn it in to our 
treasurer, Michelle Sublett, and your chorister will earn 40% of the amount on your summary for their 
personal account! If you have family members who support us, you can bring in the account summary from 
their Kroger account and your chorister can receive 40% of what they spent at Kroger too. If you don’t 
already shop at Kroger, now is a great time to start!  Contact Michelle Sublett, RVCC Treasurer, if you have 
questions.  michellesublett@childrenschoir.com 
 

SCRIP 
Purchase gift cards/spending cards through www.shopwithscrip.com and earn money for your chorister!  
How does it work? SCRIP is a fund raising company that purchases gift cards from over 500 major 
retailers, in mass quantities, and at deeply discounted prices. When you order gift cards through them, they 
pass along a portion of their profit (we refer to it as Rebates) to the choir, which gets added to your child’s 
personal fundraising account. Rebates vary from 1%-13%. By using these gift cards for everyday spending, 
your rebates will quickly accumulate. To get started, go to www.shopwithscript.com, register with RVCC’s 
enrollment code: D143ED194L162 and you’re well on your way to begin placing orders. 75% of the rebates 
earned from every SCRIP order will go directly into the participating chorister’s personal account. Buy gift 
cards for places that you shop on a regular basis, and watch the rebates add up!  Contact Michelle Sublett, 
RVCC Treasurer, if you have questions.  michellesublett@childrenschoir.com  
 

Do you like to shop on Amazon?  The RVCC has partnered with Amazon in their 

Amazon Smile program.  When you shop on Amazon, a portion of what you spend will be given 

back to the choir.  All you have to do to support the RVCC is go online to 

www.smile.amazon.com  and put the name of our organization (Roanoke Valley Children’s 

Choir, Inc.) as the charity you would like to support.  This only has to be done one time, and 

from then on a portion of all your eligible purchases will be given to the RVCC.  But remember – 

you must shop on www.smile.amazon.com, not just www.amazon.com.  Don’t worry – Amazon 

Smile has all of the same great products you get on Amazon!!!! 
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